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with Young Musicians

by Alyson Aiello photos by Bob Huntley

It takes more than technical training to become a skilled musician; performing

is required, too - a lot of performing. Just ask Gerald Dolan, music director of

Northeast Massachusetts Youth Orchestras. Since 1995, when the organization was

stili known as the Northshore Youth Symphony Orchestra (the orclrestra took on

its current name in 2011), he has watched the organization grow from 30 sttrdents

to 160 aspiring musicians. As a conductor and teacher' he has also watched many

promising young people grow individually, development he calls "remarkable "

The students, who range in age from 6 to 18, come to NMYO because they

love music and want it to be a part oftheh everyday lives, he says Their auditions

reveal the right rnix of passion and talent, and students are then selected to
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Top: Di David Cox condlcrs the Wind Enembl€. Und€. the musical d'eclon ol

Gerald Dolan (pictured middle row righi), 160 youth mos c ans ages 6 to la make up

the eight NMYO orchestras that perlorm regurary llrrougnout me v6a.
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perform with ore or more of NMYO'S eight

ensembles: the symphony orchestra, wind

ensemble, intermezzo orchestra, overtu!e

strings ensemble, prelude strings ensemble,

select flute choir, flute choir and lunror
flute choir.

Dolan, who has conducted th€ intermczzo

orchestra since 2012, say his scudenrs are

required to conlinue raking private lessons

to enhance their practicum, and, even

more importantly. chey musr panicipare in

NMYO's community outreach efforts and

donate the gift of rnusic throughout the

year at churches, senior centers and in other

public places.

"Outreach allows students to meer people

they might otherwise not get to meet, and to

experien(e f irs(hand how imporranr music is

to oth€rs as a m€ans of expression," he says.

It's an experience, Dolan adds, that hones

rhe i r  " emo t i ona l  r esponse  t o  rhe  mus i c .

which is a lesson that goes well beyond

playing nores and learning rechniques.

Community service is a large part

o f  NMYO's  m iss ion ,  acco rd ing  t o

administrator Laura Heinrichs. "We seek to

provide young musicians wirh excepnonal

e n s e m b l e  r r a  i o  i n  g  a n d  o p p o r t u n i r i e s

for personel growth through musical

performance and communiry service," she

says. By all accounts, rhe organization has

been successful in doing so.

Many students, Heinrichs says, go on

to srudy music in college or to perform

in professional orchestras or bands and

nearly all of them go on to maLe musrc an

everlasring part of their lives.

Rita Ding, 16, an orchestra mernber from

Boxford, has been playing an instrument

since she was 4 years old. At 11, she was

introduced to the oboe, and by 12 she was

performing with NMYO.

"My school doesn't have an orchestra,

so my oboe teacher, Kyoko Hida-Battaglia,

suggested I audition for NMYO's intermezzo

orch€stra," Ding says. "She said it would be

a ch.rnce ro ptay more chal lenging musi.

and meet more musicians. I just love the

sound of the oboe with the orchestra and
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Since 1990, our firm has delivered timely,
accurate, cuslomized services to a wide
range of clients. At O'Sullivan and Company,
we oiJer more than just innovative ideas for tax
planning and business opportunities. We offer our
commitment to helping you achieve your financial
goals... with no hassles and no surprises.

. Tax Planning Services

. Accounting and Tax Preparation

. Business Valuation SeMces

. Financial Statement Preparation

. IRS and State Representation

. New Business Advisor Services

O'SULLIvAN & COMPANY, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
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have  concenc ra ted  on  rh i s  i nsL rumenr
ever since."

Now in her senior year ar Mascononler
Regional High School in Topsfield, Ding
has piayed with NMyO's inrermezzo and
symphony orchesrras, and with the wind
ensemble. She says her involvemcnr has
glven her courage, conlldence and helped
her to learn about accoLrntability.

"NMYO has provided an encouragrng
envirotment for me to keep workiDg and
improving. Because I became accustomed
to lhis enviionmenr, NMyC) really prepared
me ro play f irst oboe in senior disrr icrs [a
comperit ive, audit ion-only Massachuserts
program where students in grades 9 to 12
have the opportunity to play with other
top student musicians from throughout the
slatel- I wasn't as nervous as I could have
been, and I knew how loud I necded to play
rn order ro be heard from che back of rhc
orchestra."

Ding is one of many srudencs whose
accomplishmenrs reflect the value of NMyO,
which is designed to provide supplemenral
musrc educarion to what is avai lable in
rhoo l s .  as  we l l  r o  o f f e r  mus i c  e61u . . , 1 . , , a
students who are home-schooled.
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